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Snowplow Edition

Road Commission Employees Prepare for Winter at The
2017 Snowplow Roadeo
Road Commission employees participated
in the Annual Snowplow Roadeo on October 11th.
The event is hosted by the Mid-Michigan Chapter
of the American Public Works Association and
representatives from Road Commissions, MDOT,
and Public Works Departments from around the
state participated. The event included contests for
“Pride of the Fleet”, “Innovative Ideas”, and a
snowplow driving course. The Roadeo also
provided seminars on best practices for
supervisors and drivers, as well as presentations
from leaders in the industry on current trends and
innovations for tackling the snow season.
The event is a great way for public organizations to collaborate, compete, and learn from
each other in preparation for winter. It is one of the many ways in which the OCRC prepares for
the snowplowing season.The snowplow truck, with fabrications from Road Commission staff,
and the plow blade painted by local high school students won Pride of the Fleet. The Innovative
Idea was an invention that helps make loading and unloading trucks more efficient through
modifications to the tailgate, which will help Road Commission workers year-round.
Events, like the Snowplow Roadeo, are a great way to demonstrate the hard work and
innovation of Ottawa County Road Commission staff, as well as learn from other agencies.

Preparing for Winter at 2017 Snowplow Roadeo!

Drivers from Road Commissions and Public
Works Departments from across the state
practiced and competed in a snow plow driving
course.

OCRC Equipment Supervisor, Randy
Nagelkirk, stands next to the Road
Commission’s winning entry for
“Innovative Idea”.

OCRC’s winning entry for “Pride of
the Fleet”

Seven Snowplow Safety Tips
Winter in Ottawa County usually
means lots of snow, and that means
snowplows on the road to help keep
them clear of snow and ice. The Road
Commission wants to keep everyone
safe on the road, and so here are
seven tips for this winter:

1. Always give snowplows plenty of room on the road. It’s best not to drive next to a plow,
or too close behind it. Visibility is limited for snowplow drivers.
2. Don’t park your car on the side of the road or on the shoulder. This can limit the
snowplow driver’s ability to clear the road.
3. Make sure your children don’t wait too close to the edge of the road for the school bus.
In the mornings, especially during a snowstorm, snowplow driver’s sight is limited and
small children in the road can be hard to see. Also, snowplows push up a lot of snow, so
make sure your children stay back from the edge of the road.
4. Never play in or leave items in roadside piles of snow.
5. Since snowplows push snow to the right, pile snow on the right-hand side of your
driveway (looking towards the road). This will help reduce the amount of snow that can
be pushed back into your driveway.
6. When placing your garbage can, don’t place it on the street. When shoveling out your
driveway, dig out a spot for your garbage can that is clear from the road.
7. Remember to be patient and drive safely during winter storms. The Road Commission
clears the highest volume roads first. Consequently, during major snow events some
local roads can take longer to be plowed. Drive cautiously on all roads with ice or snow.
If you follow these tips, you can help keep the roads clear and safe for everyone.

Watch for Green Lights!
Changes to Michigan law in 2016 allowed for municipalities and
Road Commissions to use green lights on their maintenance
vehicles. OCRC has been transitioning
its trucks to have green flashing lights.
Green lights on the road, especially
during the winter, are a signal to slow
down and be careful of snow plows. You
can read more about the decision to
switch to green lights HERE.

Important Dates
Thursday – November 9, 2017 | 9AM | Board Meeting
Friday- November 10, 2017- Office closed for Veteran’s Day
Wednesday – November 22, 2017 | 9AM | Board Meeting
Thursday-Friday- November 23-24, 2017- Office closed for Thanksgiving

14110 Lakeshore Drive
PO Box 739
Grand Haven, Michigan 49417
616-842-5400
Office Hours: Monday-Friday; 7:30AM-4PM
The Ottawa County Road Commissioners: Tom Bird | Tom Elhart | Betty Gajewski | Tim
Grifhorst | Jim Miedema
Managing Director: Brett Laughlin
Who manages the roads and how are they funded? The Ottawa County Road Commission
manages the roads--not the Ottawa County Board of Commissioners or County staff. The
Ottawa County Road Commission is primarily funded by fuel taxes and vehicle registrations.
Concerns about roads should be directed to the Ottawa County Road Commission.

